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ABSTRACT 

During the exploration of Bihar, Orissa and West Bengal ethnobotanical information 
was collected from the tribes of Kondh, Munda, Oraon, Santa! and Lodha along with plants. 
It is found that 20 species under 19 genera and 16 families are used by them for veterinary 
medicine. It is further discovered that most of them are new to the present day knowledge. 
Hence an attempt has been made to enumerate ail such folklore plants in the present work 
incorporatingits botanical name, local name, locality, traditional uses with voucher specimens 
deposited in Economic Botany Section of Botanical Survey of India. 


INTRODUCTION 

In order to make an on-the-spot study of 
the plants used by the Adibasis, five field 
trips were undertaken to different tribal in¬ 
habited parts of Bihar, Orissa and West 
Bengal during 1972 -1979. 

The places visited during those trips in¬ 
cludes the area around Chaibasa, Hatgamari, 
Goelkcra, Zigpani, Mahadebsal, Madanpur 
(Singhbhum, Bihar: Feb. 1974); Roygada, 
Sirikona, Rupkona, Kurmikota, Joypur, 
Malkangiri (Koraput, Orissa: Sept. 1972); 
Gidni, Belpahari, Dhatkia, Kendugaria, 
Hatibari (Midnapur, West Bengal: Apr. 
1976, Dec. 1977) and Kathambari (Jalpai- 
guri, West Bengal: Jul. 1978-1979). 

During the field trips the author has 
come across a number of plants which were 
reported to be used by the tribal people (viz. 
Hoe, Kondh, Lodha, Mech, Munda, Oraon 
and Santal) either as such or with some 
other plants or plant parts for the treatment 
of their domestic animal of ruminant artio- 
dactyles group (viz. cattle, buffalo, sheep 
and goat) and aves group (poltery bird). 

The present paper includes information 
of twenty such species belonging to nineteen 


genera and sixteen families. The informa¬ 
tion gathered from the tribal people or from 
the medicinal man who accompanied as 
local guide-cum-information in the field. The 
method of study was in general the same 
as described by Jain (1965). 

Repeated quaries were made to get the in¬ 
formation, quantity and percentage of in¬ 
gredients, confirmed. The uses, as reported 
by the tribals are compared wjth important 
review and reference works published by 
Bodding (1927), Chopra et al (1956, 1969), 
Dastur (1951), Jain (1965), Watt (1889-1893) 
and With of India (1948-1976). It is found that 
plants viz. Sapindus trifoliatus L., Tectona 
grandis L. f. have been used by other tri¬ 
bals like Gond of Madhya Pradesh (Jain 
loc. cit) and Clerodendrum phlomidies L. f. 
has been used by Santals of Santalpargana 
(Bodding loc. cit.). A few plants viz. Cleroden¬ 
drum phlomidies L. f., Crotalaria spectabi- 
lis Roth, Gardenia gummifera L. and Lan- 
tana camara L. have been recognised as ve¬ 
terinary medicine by Chopra et al (loc. cit.) 
and Kirt. & Basu (1935). 

It may be useful and interesting to report 
the unknown and less known folklore about 
plants which have been used as curative in 
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veterinary medicine. If few of these uses 
come out to be of potential it would be 
worthwhile. 

Plants are arranged alphabetically by their 
botanical names under parenthesis followed 
by families, local names, localities, field 
numbers and reported information. 

Abbreviations are used; K. = Kondh, M.= 
Munda, 0.=Oraon, S.=Santal, Lo.=Lodha, 
Loc.=Locality, Apr.=April, F eb.=Febru¬ 
ary, Sept. = September, Jul.=July, Dec.= 
December, Loc. cit. = Locality cited. 

Argyeria nervosa (Burm. f.) Bojer, (A. spe- 
ciosa Sweet). (Convolvulaceae) 
‘Marang-harlu’ (M.). 

Loc. Zigpani, Singhbhum, Bihar: 7736. 
Climber. 20-25 leaves of the plant are 
made into a paste with about 25 ml ‘Handia’ 
(rice bear) and given as medicine for easy 
and safe delivery of cows. Hairy surface of 
the leaf is applied on, for quick opening of 
the boil. 

Canna indica L., (Cannaceae) 

‘Kodaimuloba’ (O. & M.). 

Loc. Sirikona, Koraput, Orissa: 8506. 
Herb. Fresh roots about 100 gms, 21 
black peppers and 25 gm ‘Orsorenda’ (ginger) 
are boiled in rice water. The decoction is 
used for treatment of poisoning effect of 
cattle due to eating of certain grasses which 
alleged to be poisonous. 

Carissa spinarum L., (Apocynaceae) 
‘Gadasur’ (M.), ‘Khunti’ (O.), ‘Karonda’ 
(S.). 

Loc. Hatgamari, Singhbhum, Bihar: 
7712. 

Spinous shrub. Roots of the plant are 
pounded and mixed with country liquor, 
made from * Mahul” (Afadhuca longifolia 
Mac.) flowers and applied on sore as medi¬ 
cine for removing the worm from the sore. 
Cassia fistula L., (Fabaceae) 

‘Bandarlatia’ (S.), ‘Sonarkhi’ (O.), ‘Hari’ 
(Lo.). 

Loc. Gidni, Midnapur, West Bengal: 
*3579- 
*3 


Tree. Old leaves of the plant and resin 
of “Sarjom” (Shorea robusta Gaertn. f.) are 
burnt into a fume. This fume is given to 
cattle as antidote to “Dhabna” (Snake) poi¬ 
son. 3-5 roots of “Ishar-lori” (Aristolochia 
indica L.) are made into a paste with 7 black 
peppers and used orally along with this treat¬ 
ment. 

Clerodendrum phlomoidis L. f., (Verbenace- 
ae). 

‘Piri-chamgar’ (M.). 

Loc. Chaibasa, Singhbhum, Bihar: 7758. 
Shrub. Decoction of the plants about 50 
ml is given as medicine for treatment of 
dyspepsia of buffalo. But the fresh plants 
are made into a paste and prescribed in case 
of diarrhoea. Juice of the leaves about 
25 ml is given as an anthelmintic for cow 
and goat. 

Crotalaria spectabills Roth (C. sericea Retz.), 
(Fabaceae) 

‘Sakesing’ (K.), ‘Xar-shunka’ (O.), ‘Haradi- 
jiling' (Lo.). 

Loc. Gidni, Midnapur, West Bengal: 
23592- 

Shrub. 10-15 see d s of the plant are said 
to be fatal for chicken. Fresh plants are 
toxic for sheep, goat and even for cow. This 
effect of toxicity can be cured by the treat¬ 
ment, as mentioned under Canna indica L. 
Daedalocanthus roseus T. And. (Erantheum 
roseurn R. Br.), (Acanthaceae) 

‘Khair’ (K.). 

Loc. Kurmikota, Koraput, Orissa: 8520. 
Shrub. Decoction of the roots of the 
plant about 50 ml with country liquor are 
given for proper development of foetus and 
to promote secretion of milk of cattle. 
Hcib hispida L. f., (Moraceae) 

‘Damura’ (S. & O.). 

Loc. Hatgamari, Singhbhum, Bihar: 
7749- 

Tree. Fruits of the plant are pounded 
and mixed with warm water. This prepa¬ 
ration is applied as poultice in buboes. Ripe 
fruits are boiled and given to promote secre- 



98 


BULLETIN OF THE BOTANICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 


[Vol. 22 


tion of milk in case of goat. 9-15 fresh leaves 
are given as fodder for quick expulsion of 
placenta, after delivery in case of cow. 
Ficus racemosa L., (Moraceae) 

‘Lcadra’ (Lo.), ‘Dumbari’ (O.), ‘Dumbari’ 
(S.). 

Loc. Hatibari, Midnapur, West Bengal: 
23596 - 

Tree. 2 onions and 21 black peppers are 
made into a paste with the decoction of the 
bark of the plant about 30 ml and with 
10 ml of country liquor prepared from 
“Mahul” ( Madhuca longifolia Mac.) flowers. 
This paste is used for treatment of plague of 
cattle. During the period of the treatment, 
cattle is not allowed to take any mustard 
cake. 

Gardenia gnmifera L., (Rubiaceae) 

‘Dururing’ (M.), ‘Dururi’ (S.). 

Loc. Dhatkia, Midnapur, West Bengal: 
23216. 

Shrub. 15-20 leaf-buds of the plant are 
made into a paste with 10 ml of water and 
applied as repellent of flies from septic 
wound. 5-15 gm of dry leaf-buds are pow¬ 
dered and given as an anthelmintic for cat¬ 
tle. 2-3 gm of the same powder is given 
for same purpose in case of chicken. 
Lantana camara L., (Verbenaceae) 

‘Putus’ (M.), ‘Pandru putus’ (O.). 

Loc. Sirikona, Koraput, Orissa; 8517. 

Shrub. Decoction of the leaves with that 
of “Totnopak rhet” ( Euclayptus spp.) are 
given as medicine for dyspepsia of goat and 
cow. 

It is reported that if cattle feeds on the 
leaves of Lantana camara, symptoms of 
Jaundice is developed. 

Lada aculeataLour. (L. heterophylla Schott), 

(Araceae) 

‘Janum-saru’ (Lo.), ‘Kanta saru’ (S.). 

Loc. Narayangarh, Midnapur, West 
Bengal; 18106. 

Prickly shrub. 3-5 petioles of the plant 
are made into a paste with 7 tubers of 
“Bhatha-bijir” [Cyperus rotundus L.) and 


21 black peppersi and given as medicine for 
“Gargati” (a kind of throat diseases). 

Leea rotnista Roxb., (Vitaceae) 

‘Horim’ (K.), ‘Hatkan’ (S.). 

Loc. Kathambari, Jalpaiguri, West 
Bengal: 20356. 

Aquous extract, about 25 ml from fresh 
roots of the plant is prescribed with 20 gm 
“Orsorenda” (ginger) for treatment of any 
type of diarrhoea and dysentery of buffalo, 
sheep and cow. The extract about 15 ml, 
with the powder of 7 black peppers and 
small quantity of common salt, is given for 
fever of goat and sheep. 

Lolium temulentum L., (Poaceae) 

‘Bisa gash’ (L.). 

Loc. Kendugari, Midnapur, West 
Bengal: 18102. 

Herb of wheat field. If any symptom of 
convulsion and paralysis are seen among 
the cattle due to eating of fungul infected 
grasses viz. “Kala much” ( Sorghum spp.) 
and “Loari” ( Dicanthium spp.), Lolium 
temulentum is given as fodder to allay the 
effects. Before giving the grass as fodder 
to cattle, the aquous extract about 50 ml 
of the fruits of “Jojo” (tamarind) is given 
in the form of drinking. 

Bor (i960) stated that the grains of the 
grass are poisonous. 

Orobanche aegyptiaca Pers., (Orobanchaceae) 

‘Bhatua ghans’ (S.). 

Loc. Hatibari, Midnapur, West Bengal: 
23600. 

Parasitic herb. The plants are made into 
a paste with 50-60 seeds of “Ba” ( Ocimum 
sanctum L.), and red-mud and applied as 
medicine on boil of cattle. Decoction of 
the plant with that of the bark of “Sarjom” 
(Shorea robusta Gaertn.) ia given for diar¬ 
rhoea of cattle. 

Premna latifolia Roxb., (Verbenaceae) 

‘Dandrasca’ (S.). 

Loc. Rupkona, Koraput, Orissa: 8528. 

Decoction about 50 ml from the bark of 
the plant is mixed with 50 ml lime water. 
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The bark of “Pharar-daru” (Erythrina vari- 
egata L.) are made into a paste with the 
mixture of the decoctions and given for 
treatment for colic pain and indigestion of 
cattle. 

Saplndus trifoliatus L., (Sapindaceae) 

‘Ritha’ (S.). 

Loc. Mohadebsal, Singhbhum, Bihar: 
7773 - 

Tree. About 30 ml decoction of the 
barks of the plant is mixed with the powder 
of the leaves of “Sindware” (Vitex negundo 
L.) and applied on worm infested ulcer of 
cattle after calving. A nut of the plant is 
hung on the neck of the cow and buffalo 
to avoid the effect of evil eyes. io nuts 
are soaked in ioo ml water. This water is 
used to remove intestinal worm of chicken. 
Tectona grandis L. f., (Verbenaceae) 

‘Sagoan’ (M. & S.). 

Loc. Belpahari, Midnapur, West Bengal: 
*8054. 

Tree. Powder of the wood is made into a 
paste with mustard oil and applied on mag¬ 
got infested sores of cattle. 

Jain (loc. cit.) reported that tar like oil is 
used for skin infection of cattle in Madhya 
Pradesh. 
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